The Mind of St Paul

compounded of distance and fear. But no sooner do we
bring this idea of adoption into the picture at all than the
relationship becomes a family relationship. By the very
word adoption, God becomes Father, and we become
child; and the very essence of religion becomes not a
struggle to keep an impossible law, but the joy of entry,
all undeserved, into the family of God.
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IX

THE DEATH OF CHRIST

WE HAVE been looking at the great pictures which Paul
used to express the work of Jesus Christ; now we must
turn our thoughts to the most important of all parts of
Paul’s thought. We must ask, for what did the death of
Jesus Christ stand in Paul’s mind? Where does the Cross
stand in Paul’s scheme of things?

One thing is certain—for Paul the Cross stood at the
centre of the Christian faith. Paul’s unbroken insistence
is on the essential centrality of the Cross. He writes to the
Corinthians: “ We preach Christ crucified ” (1 Corinthians
1: 23). He writes: “I determined not to know any thing
among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified ” (1
Corinthians 2: 2). He writes to the Galatians: “ God
forbid that I should glory, save in the Cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ ” (Galatians 6: 14). There is no need to seek
to prove that for Paul the Cross of Christ stood in the
centre of the universe.

It is further clear that to Paul the Cross of Christ had
a certain self-evidencing power. The Cross contained its
own appeal. To seek to decorate it with fine words was
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simply to obscure it. To Paul the Cross was something
to be shown to men in all its stark simplicity. He will not
preach with wisdom of words lest the Cross of Christ
should be made of none effect (1 Corinthians 1: 17). He did
not come with excellency of speech or wisdom (1 Cor-
inthians 2: 1). He cannot understand how the Galatians
could have slipped back when Christ had been placarded
before their eyes (Galatians 3: 1).

Paul would have said that first and foremost the Cross
is not something to be argued about, but something to be
shown to men. He had the conviction that the Cross
has a persuasive power of its own, that the story of the Cross
simply told will break the barriers down, that the first task
of the Christian preacher is without adornment to show to
the world the Man upon the Cross. For that very reason
it is all the more incumbent upon us to try to see what Paul
saw in the death of Jesus Christ.

We may well begin with something about which there
can be no possible dispute. Paul was quite certain that
Jesus Christ died on behalf of men. We must be careful
to get this phrase right. The preposition in the Greek is
always huper which means on behalf of. The preposition
is not anti, which would mean instead of. The Authorized
Version usually translates it simply for men. We may very
well find in the end that there is an element in Paul’s thought
that Jesus died in place of man, but the fundamental, basic
essential thought is that Jesus died on the Cross on behalf of
men. He writes to the Thessalonians of the Lord Jesus
Christ who died for us (1 Thessalonians 5: 10). He pleads
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for consideration for the weaker brother for whom Christ
died (1 Corinthians 8: 11). He talks of the brother for
whom Christ died (Romans 14: 15). He talks about Jesus
Christ who loved the Church and gave Himself for the
Church (Ephesians 5: 25). We may well begin with the
simple and basic fact that Jesus Christ died on behalf of
us, that His death achieved something for us that by our-
selves we could never have achieved.

We may now go on to try to define more fully what
this phrase on behalf of means and implies. Paul is clear
that it was that death of Jesus Christ which achieved
reconciliation between man and God. It is by the Cross and
through the Cross that the relationship which should exist
between man and God is restored. The gulf is bridged;
the estrangement is healed; the enmity is taken away. He
talks of us being reconciled to God by the death of His
Son (Romans s: 10). He speaks of men being brought
nigh by the blood of Christ (Ephesians 2: 13). He speaks
about God making peace by the blood of the Cross
(Colossians 1: 20). The death of Christ is that which
achieved the reconciliation of man to God, that which
restored the lost relationship of intimacy and of love.

We may pause to note that this in itself does not imply
or necessitate a substitutionary, or even in the narrower
sense, a sacrificial view of the death of Jesus Christ. Taken
by itself, apart from the other great sayings of Paul, it might
be interpreted to mean that the death of Christ gave men
such an utterly compelling demonstration of the love of
God that man is compelled to cease to see God as the
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