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THE DIVINE INITIATIVE

SimoNE WEIL has said: “ One might lay down as a
postulate: All conceptions of God which are incompatible
with a movement of pure charity are false. All other
conceptions of Him, in varying degree are true.” There
is a way of presenting Paul’s gospel which is incompatible
with the pure charity of God. Sometimes Paul’s gospel
is preached in such a way that God and Jesus Christ are
set over against each other and contrasted with each other.
The love and the grace and the mercy of Jesus Christ
are set over against the wrath and the austerity and the
judgment of God. The implication is that through some-
thing that Jesus did the attitude of God to men was changed,
that God was persuaded and pacified by Jesus Christ into
changing His condemnation into forgiveness.

The more we study of Paul’s own writings, the more we
see that any such conception is the reverse of the truth
as Paul saw it. If one thing is clear, it is that, to Paul, the
whole initiative of the process of salvation lies with God.

The will behind the whole process of salvation is the
will of God. Paul writes to the Corinthians, “ He who
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stablishes us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is
God ” (2 Corinthians 1: 21). He speaks to the Thessalonians
of “ the will of God in Christ Jesus ”’ (1 Thessalonians 5: 18).
He writes to the Galatians of “Jesus who gave Himself
for our sins, according to the will of God ™ (Galatians 1: 4).

So far from God’s attitude being changed by anything
that Jesus did, it was precisely God’s attitude to men that
Jesus expressed. So far from God’s purpose being deflected
by anything that Jesus did, it was precisely the purpose of
God that Jesus came to fulfil. Salvation did not come to
men in opposition to the will of God; it came because it
was the will of God.

It was the love of God which was behind the whole
process of salvation. Paul writes to the Thessalonians that
“ our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God, even our Father,
who hasloved us, and has given us everlasting consolation” (2
Thessalonians 2: 16). It was His love that God commended
to us in the death of Christ (Romans s: 8). Itis the goodness
of God which leads men to repentance (Romans 2: 4). It
is from the love of God that nothing can separate us
(Romans 8: 39). It is by God’s mercies that Paul appeals to
men (Romans 12: 1). He writes to the Ephesians of God
“who is rich in mercy, because of the great love wherewith
He loved us ” (Ephesians 2: 4). It is the Father Himself
who has made us “ fit to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in light” (Colossians 1: 12). Jesus Christ came
to tell men, not that God hates sinners, but that He loves
them. Is is the simple fact that no one ever wrote with
such lyrical splendour of the love of God as Paul did.

43






