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PAUL’S THINKING ABOUT GOD

WE HAVE scen the background out of which Paul grew.
Now we go on to look at his actual thought and teaching,
and we begin with Paul’s thinking about God.

Every Jewish Synagogue service began, and still begins,
with the recital of the Shema, and the great basic sentence
of the Shema is: “ Hear, O Isracl: the Lord our God is
one Lord " (Deuteronomy 6: 4). In that sentence there is
laid down an uncompromising monotheism. In a world
which believed in many gods the Jews believed in one
God, and that for Paul, too, is the beginning of his thinking
about God.

He writes to his people at Corinth: “ There is none
other God but one . .. To us there is but one God”
(1 Corinthians 8: 4, 6). The belicf in the one true God
may be said to be the foundation stone of all Paul’s
thinking.

But there is another great dominant thought in all
Paul’s teaching. This God who is the one God is also God
the Father. There is not one single letter that he ever wrote
in which Paul does not call God Father (1 Thessalonians 1:
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1; 2 Thessalonians 1: 2; Galatians 1: 3; 1 Corinthians 1:
33 2 Corinthians 1: 2; Romans 1: 7; Ephesians I 2;
Colossians 1: 2; Philippians 1: 2; Philemon 3).

Now these two great foundation beliefs of Paul complete
and complement each other. If Paul were to say that there
is one God, and leave it at that, the might and majesty
and power of the lonely God would be secured and safe-
guarded. If Paul were to say that God is Father, the
benevolence and the love and the goodwill of God would
be stressed. The first statement, the statement of what we
might call God’s onlyness, assures us of God’s power, but
says nothing of any interest He may have in men. The
second statement assures us of God’s kindliness, but gives
us no guarantee that the kindliness may not be frustrated
and hindered. But when the two ideas are put together, we
get the full, rounded idea of God, as a God whose power is
always motivated by His love, and whose love is always
backed by His power. So Paul sums it up: “ To us there
is but one God, the Father ” (1 Corinthians 8: 6); and in
that single phrase he gives us the Christian assurance of a
God whose power will never be used except in love, and
a God whose loving purposes because of his power can
never be frustrated.

To Paul, this God and Father was also Creator. “ All
things,” he said, “are of God” (1 Corinthians 11: 12).
“ Of Him and through Him and to Him are all things”
(Romans 11: 36). With this idea of God the Creator,
Paul joins the idea of the Son as God’s instrument, and
agent in creation, just as John was later to do in an even
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