The Mind of St Paul

distant analogy—we are sometimes allowed entry into a
group of a society or a house, not because of any qualifica-
tions of our own, but because of the qualifications of the
friend who introduces us. So we are welcomed into the
presence of God, not because of anything we are, or can
bring, or can do, but because of the merits of Jesus Christ
who introduces us into the presence and the family of God.

Paul saw in the death of Jesus Christ an action of God
Himself, by which God made it possible for the sinner to
come home to Him, and possible for Himself to accept that
sinner when he came.
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THE RISEN CHRIST

To ANYONE who reads the Book of Acts with even the
most cursory attention it is immediately clear that the early
Church was characteristically and specifically the Church
of the Risen Christ. At that stage the attention of the
Church was focused on the Resurrection even more than
it was upon the Cross.

There was a reason for that. At that time the Church
was still mainly Jewish. Because of that, men were still
thinking of Jesus in terms of Jewish Messiahship; and the
one thing which was the final guarantee that Jesus was the
Messiah was the fact that He had risen from the dead. It
was inevitable and right that at that stage the attention
of men should be fixed upon the Resurrection.

It is true that in the writings and the thought of Paul
the emphasis to some degree changes. It is true that Paul’s
emphasis is on the Cross, and on the atoning and sacrificial
death of Jesus Christ. But to the end of the day it remains
true that for Paul, as for the early Church as a whole, the
Resurrection was central to the Christian faith.

When we read the Synoptic Gospels and hear the actual
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words of Jesus, we find that Jesus never foretold His death
without foretelling His rising again. He never thought of
the shame without the triumph. The humiliation and the
glory were integrally and inseparably connected. The one
could not exist without the other. It is Jesus’ first announce-
ment of His death to His disciples that, “ The Son of Man
must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and
of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again 7’ (Mark 8: 31; cp. Mark 9: 31). To
Jesus the Cross and the Resurrection were part of the same
process and He could never speak of the Cross without
speaking of the triumph which lay beyond it.

It was the same with Paul. He speaks of Jesus Christ
‘ who was delivered for our offences and raised again for
our justification ~’ (Romans 4: 25). He says that though
Jesus Christ “ was crucified through weakness, yet He
liveth by the power of God” (2 Corinthians 13: 4). In
the great Philippians passage (Philippians 2: s-11) the
humiliation of Jesus Christ is set out in all its stark terrible-
ness, but the passage comes to its triumphant conclusion,
*“ wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him.” Paul was
like his Master; he could never speak of the agony
and the shame of the Cross without his thoughts going
beyond it to the triumph and the splendour of the
Resurrection. ’

How central the thought of the Resurrection was to
Paul may be seen from the fact that he mentions it
specifically in every letter except 2 Thessalonians and Phile-
mon; and even in those two letters, although the fact of
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The Risen Christ

the Resurrection is not definitely stated, the thought of
the Risen Christ still permeates all things.

He writes to the Romans: “ Like as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life ”” (Romans 6: 4; cp. 7: 4).
To the Corinthians he writes: “ God hath both raised up
the Lord, and will raise up us by His own power ” (1
Corinthians 6: 14; cp. 2 Corinthians 13 4). His very first
words to the Galatians are of “* Jesus Christ, and God the
Father, who raised Him from the dead ” (Galatians 1: 1).
To the Philippians he writes that God  has highly exalted
Him, and given Him a name which is above every name
(Philippians 2: 9). To the Ephesians he writes of the power
of God “ which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him
from the dead ” (Ephesians 1: 20). To the Colossians he
writes of “ God, who has raised Christ from the dead”
(Colossians 2: 12). Paul could not think of Jesus Christ
without thinking of Him as the Saviour who dicd and
the Lord who rose again.

This is very important, for from Paul we learn that
the fact of the Resurrection was an essential part of the
teaching of the early Church. It is to be remembered that
the writings of Paul take us back to a time before the
writing of the gospels. It is most probably true to say
that none of the gospels, as we know them, had come into
being before the last of Paul’s letters was written. Certainly,
if they were in existence, they were not widespread and
universally accepted documents of the Christian faith. But
there was in existence a body of oral tradition. In an age
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