THE MAN OF TWO WORLDS—
THE WORLD OF THE JEW

CHRISTIANITY began with one tremendous problem.
Clearly the message of Christianity was meant for all men.
It was because God so loved the world that He sent His
Son (John 3: 16). It was Jesus’ confidence that, if He was
lifted up, He would draw all men unto Him (John 12: 32).
The Church regarded it as her commission that she must
go and teach all nations (Matthew 28: 19). It was clear
that Christianity had a message for all the world, and
that unless that message was delivered, the Church would
fail in her God-given duty.

But the fact remained that Christianity was cradled
in Judaism; and, humanly speaking, no message which
was meant for all the world could ever have had a more
unfortunate cradle. The Jews were involved in a double
hatred—the world hated them and they hated the world.

No nation was ever more bitterly hated than the Jews.
Cicero called the Jewish religion “a barbarous super-
stition”” (Cicero, Pro Flacco 28); Tacitus called the Jewish
nation “the vilest of people” (Tacitus, Histories 5: 8).
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The Mind of St Paul

Anti~semitism is no new thing; it flourished in the ancient
world.

No nation ever hated other nations as the Jews did.
It is true that some few Jews held that the Jews were meant
to be a light to the Gentiles to lead them to God; but for
the most part the Jews were convinced that the fact that
they were the chosen nation involved what to them was
the equal and the opposite fact that all other nations were
rejected nations. At their worst they could say: “The
Gentiles were created by God to be fuel for the fires of
hell.” “ The best of the serpents crush; the best of the
Gentiles kill.” It was even forbidden to give a Gentile
mother help in her hour of direst need, because to do so
would only have been to bring another Gentile into the
world.

The Gentiles were acutely conscious of this hatred.
Tacitus believed that if a Gentile became a proselyte to
Judaism, the first thing he was taught was to despise the
gods, to repudiate his nationality, and to hold worthless
his parents, children and friends (Tacitus, Histories s: s).
Juvenal declared that if a Jew was asked the way to any-
where by anyone, he would refuse all information except
to a fellow-Jew, and if anyone was looking for a well,
he would refuse to direct him to it, unless he was circum-
cised (Juvenal, Satires 14: 103, 104).

In Alexandria the story was current that the Jews had
taken a deliberate oath never to show kindness to any
Gentile, and it was even said that the Jewish religious
ceremonies began with the yearly sacrifice of a Gentile
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(Josephus, Against Apion, 2, 8, 10). The friends of Antiochus
Sidetes urged him to exterminate the Jews because “ alone
of all nations they refuse all fellowship and intercourse
with other nations and suppose all men to be enemies ”
(Diodorus Siculus 31: 1, 1). Josephus quotes the charge
of a certain Lysimachus that Moses charged the Jews to
show goodwill to no man, never to give good but always
evil counsel to others, and to overturn and destroy what-
ever altars and temples of the gods they might encounter.
Apion himself affirmed that the Jews swore by the God
of heaven and earth and sea never to show good will to a
man of another nation, and especially never to do so to the
Grecks (Josephus, Against Apion, 1: 34; 2: 10).

The problem which faced Christianity was acute. It
had a message for all men; and yet in the eyes of the
world it was a Jewish thing, and the Jews were the most
bitterly hated and hating people in the ancient world.

Clearly one thing was necessary—a man who could
somehow form a bridge between the Jewish and the Greck
worlds. Obviously such a man would be hard to find;
such a man would be unique; and yet, in the providence
of God, the hour produced the man—and that man was
Paul.

In his life of Scott, Lockhart quotes a saying of an old
countryman about the way in which the lines of life had
fallen for Paul, and, in his Life and Letters of Paul, David
Smith took the saying as the very text for the life of Paul:
““ He was makin’ himsell a’ the time; but he didna ken
maybe what he was about till years had passed.” Life had
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